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Fordham University School of Law
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University of Michigan Law School
University of Michigan School of Natural Resources and Environment (now School for Environment and Sustainability)
University of Minnesota
University of Minnesota School of Law
University of Mississippi
University of Missouri
University of Montana
University of Montana School of Law
University of Nebraska
University of Nebraska College of Law
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
University of Nevada
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Law
University of Nevada, Reno
University of New Hampshire
University of New Hampshire School of Law
University of New Haven
University of New Mexico
University of New Mexico School of Law
University of North Carolina
University of North Carolina School of Law
University of North Dakota
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University of Pennsylvania
University of Pennsylvania Law School
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University of South Florida
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University of Tulsa
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University of Utah
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University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law
University of Utah School of Business
University of Utah School of Law
University of Utah, David Eccles School of Business
University of Virginia
University of Virginia Darden School of Business
University of Virginia Law School
University of Virginia School of Law
University of Virginia, Colgate Darden School
University of Washington
University of Washington School of Law
University of West Los Angeles, School of Paralegal Studies
University of Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point
University of Wisconsin Law School
University of Wyoming
University of Wyoming College of Business
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Washington State University
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Washington University in St. Louis
Washington University School of Law
Wayne State University Law School
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Wellesley College
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William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada Las Vegas
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                            As western water resources face increasing pressure, users turn to Holland & Hart to protect and manage water rights.



                            Our water rights team focuses on helping clients obtain, convey, and protect water rights as needed for real estate development, as well as energy, mining, and environmental purposes. We advocate and develop strategies to protect current and future water rights. Our clients include companies involved in complex water rights transactions and investments, state and local governments, municipal water suppliers, mutual ditch and reservoir companies, project developers, and other industrial, recreational, and agricultural water users. 


Water rights challenges are ever present. We bring experience in permitting and adjudication of surface and groundwater rights, changes in nature and place of use for water rights, augmentation plans, reservoir projects, and water exchanges. Our team works proactively with clients to develop solutions to matters related to water scarcity, hydrograph shifts, and drought challenges. We also help clients comply with water quality regulations and associated permitting requirements, both at the state level and under the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). 


Holland & Hart water resources attorneys represent clients in litigation and contested administrative proceedings before the US Supreme Court, the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, federal district courts, state appellate courts, and numerous state trial courts, including water courts. 



                            
                        

                           

                    

           
                    
                              
                                
                                    Water Resources Client Results

                        
                            Representative Matters
	Represent oil and gas industry clients with complex water rights and water supply issues in administrative rulemaking, legislative proceedings, and judicial actions, including litigation in Colorado’s specialized water courts and the Colorado Supreme Court, particularly with respect to the withdrawal, use, and management of produced water from oil and gas wells.
	Represent a mining company developing a new potash project in acquisition of the largest non-governmental new water appropriations in Utah’s history.
	Represent three Colorado cities with regard to appropriating and protecting recreational water rights for kayak parks.
	Represent a large water conservancy district in becoming the exclusive future wholesale water supplier to western Summit County, Utah, home of Park City and three major ski resorts. The project involved partially acquiring and consolidating existing systems, bonding for and constructing new infrastructure over the next 40 years, acquiring a major water supply for transbasin diversion to the project and negotiating several major contracts.
	Represent solar and wind powered electrical generation projects in the development, implementation and permitting of necessary project water supplies.
	Represent a family–owned water company in a water supply contract dispute with a major housing developer.
	Represent a large Nevada water district in challenges to new Utah groundwater appropriation applications in a shared interstate aquifer which has not yet been apportioned between the two states.
	Negotiate resolution of a surface water transbasin diversion dispute among four Bureau of Reclamation projects for Utah’s largest public drinking water supplier.
	Serve as U.S. water rights counsel for an international water investment company in the acquisition, development, and disposition of water rights assets, with a particular emphasis on Colorado water rights.
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                                March 11, 2024
Bill Caile Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Unprecedented Water Rights Claim Stokes Okefenokee Legal Battle" Bloomberg Law
                            
	
                                October 20, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Legal Bid to Save Great Salt Lake Tests Public Trust Doctrine" 
                            
	
                                September 18, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in The Salt Lake Tribune's "A year after Great Salt Lake's record low, half the lake is left for dead" 
                            
	
                                August 31, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in Colorado Newsline's "New Federal Water Pollution Rule Draws Mixed Reaction" 
                            
	
                                August 3, 2023
Craig Galli Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Supreme Court Wetlands Ruling Imperils Waters on Public Lands" 
                            
	
                                July 5, 2023
Tom Sansonetti Quoted in Greenwire's "Environmental takeaways from a transformative Supreme Court term" 
                            
	
                                June 28, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Greenwire Article, "Sackett fallout leaves wetlands' fate to states" 
                            
	
                                June 21, 2023
Melissa Reynolds Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Ruling Clouds EPA's Pebble Mine Veto, But Project Still Unlikely" 
                            
	
                                June 20, 2023
Susan Ryan Quoted in Law360's "4 Things To Know About Colorado's Water Courts" 
                            
	
                                June 2, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Article, "Post-Sackett, chaos erupts for wetlands oversight" 
                            
	
                                May 26, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in States Newsroom article, "U.S. Supreme Court Narrows Scope of Clean Water Act" 
                            
	
                                May 26, 2023
Ashley Peck Quoted in Associated Press article, "Supreme Court Limits Regulation of Some US Wetlands, Making it Easier to Develop and Destroy Them" 
                            
	
                                10/04/2022
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Article "SCOTUS floats new Clean Water Act test. Lawyers ‘cringe.' 
                            
	
                                10/04/2022
Bloomberg Law Quotes Melissa Reynolds in "Supreme Court Poised to Scrap US Waters Test, Attorneys Say" 
                            
	
                                10/03/2022
Melissa Reynolds Quoted in States Newsroom's "U.S. Supreme Court mulls federal water rules, wetlands designations in Idaho case" 
                            
	
                                09/30/2022
Melissa Reynolds Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Wetlands Protections at Stake in Supreme Court Arguments Monday" 
                            
	
                                09/16/2022
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Article "Sacketts seek new WOTUS test. It may not help them." 
                            
	
                                07/08/2022
E&E News Quotes Ashley Peck in "When SCOTUS meets WOTUS" 
                            
	
                                06/10/2022
Ashley Peck Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "EPA Asks Court to Maintain Expansive Federal Waters Protections" 
                            
	
                                03/01/2022
Bill Caile Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "Cascading Climate Calamities Target West's Water, Legal System" 
                            
	
                                01/28/2022
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Article "Inside Stephen Breyer's Clean Water Act legacy" 
                            
	
                                01/24/2022
E&E News Quotes Ashley Peck in "Supreme Court tees up wetlands fight that could cuff EPA" 
                            
	
                                01/06/2022
Ashley Peck Quoted in E&E News Article "Idaho couple returns to Supreme Court to wage new WOTUS war" 
                            
	
                                12/29/2021
Ashley Peck Quoted in Bloomberg Law's "‘Buckle Up' for PFAS Regulation, Litigation in 2022, Lawyers Say" 
                            
	
                                11/19/2021
Water Lawyer Melissa Reynolds quoted in Utah Business article "We need to rethink water usage before one of our biggest resources dries up" 
                            
	
                                08/26/2021
Deseret News Quotes Melissa Reynolds On Possible Pursuit of New Water Storage Sites by Utah Leaders 
                            
	
                                08/17/2021
Bloomberg Law Quotes William Caile Discussing Western Water Shortages and Large User Strategies to Conserve and Buy 
                            
	
                                05/24/2021
Bloomberg Law Quotes Ashley Peck on WOTUS Rule Battle Over Okenofee Swamp 
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                                        01/14/2020
Jody Williams Appointed to the Utah Water Task Force 
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                                        September 7, 2023
Groundbreaking Lawsuit Challenges Utah's Management of Great Salt Lake Holland & Hart Legal Update
                                    
	
                                        May 26, 2023
US Supreme Court Upends Wetlands Regulatory Regime Holland & Hart Client Alert
                                    
	
                                        11/02/2022
The Colorado River in Utah: Past, Present, and Future Holland & Hart News Update
                                    
	
                                        10/24/2022
Podcast: SCOTUS Takes on WOTUS as Oil, Gas Industry Clamors for Regulatory Clarity S&P Global Commodity Insights Capitol Crude: The US Energy Policy Podcast
                                    
	
                                        February 18, 2022
Legal Corner: A Guide to Valuing Water Rights in Colorado Water Finance & Management Journal
                                    
	
                                        04/28/2020
SCOTUS Decision Provides Narrower Test for Discharges to Groundwater Holland & Hart News Update
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